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- The Prompter. 





A Poet foould inftru&, or pleafe, or both. 


Rosc. Hor. 





FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20. 1736. 





g AM thelefs concerned at a 
B — in purfuing the Sub- 
Yea) ject begun in my laft Paper, 
Fos Occafioned by the eee 
Letter, which I have ju 
= received, as it opens a new 
Oa CEN Walk of Entertainment to 
Dp). PF a 24 my Readers, and reminds 
WSARRIIRLA me very properly of a Neg- 
lect. in one effential Part of my Duty. Befides, I 
am willing to give the Here of my laft, an Op- 
portunity of defcending into himfelf, and prevent- 
ing, if he pleafes, by a becoming Acknowledge- 
menc of his Crimes, any future Chaftifement. 





To the Author of the PROMPTER. 


&IR, Feb.17. 1735-6. 
< VY OUR Predeceffors, in the Half-Sheet Way 
< of conveying Profit and Delight, the Speca- 
tors and Tatlers, ufed conftantly to give the Pub- 
lick an Account of all new Plays, before they 
were brought on, and by chat means prepared the 
Town for their Reception: This Introduction, as 
it were, of Plays, was of fignal Service to Au- 
thors, by taking away all Impreffions againit the 
Play itfelf, and giving a flight Sketch of the Poet’s 
Delign, which being afterwards, (when the Play 
comes to be acted) carried along by the Audience, 
with the Execution of it, gives them an Oppor- 
tunity, or rather a Clue, to difcover fome Bzau- 
ties, which otherwife would have efcaped their 
Notice. It is not to be fuppofed, that in fo nu- 
merous an Audience, as that of a Piay-houtfe, 
every Perfon that comes is born with 2 Tafte, 
or that the Poet’s Thoughts fhall ftrike each 
Spectator alike. ‘True Judges, and Men of Ge- 
nius, will feel, without a Prompter, where the 
Poet has /abour’d the Scene, and where he defign’d 
to pleafe; thefe want no fuch preparatory Inlets : 
but the greater Number, who do, being thus art- 
fully prepared to expect particular Defigu in the 
Poet’s Conduct, will be perpetually on the Watch 
to trace it; and very often, by the Force of a 
fwayd Imagination, will find it ftronger than ic 
really is. Befides, their Attention (if it was only 
this Advantage) being thus powerfully engaged, 
and rather bya/s’'d in his Favour, than prejudiced 
againft him, he is fure nothing will efcape them ; 
and if he has Merit, what can he detire move, 
than a fix’d Attention, previoufly fecured againft 
ill Impreffions ? 
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© Ir has been a Cuftom, of fome Years Growth, 
of coming to a Play-houfe, prejudiced againft a 
new Performance: Whether that has been owing 
to the Multitude of bad Pieces, ufher’d, of late 
Years, into the World, or to an ill [mpreifion 
conceived againft all new Pieces, for want of 
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fuch a previous Introduétion as was cuftomary, 
I fhall not enquire at prefent, its being an uncon- 
tefted Fact is fufficient for my Purpofe. 


‘ W E hear, by the Daily Papers, of.two new 
Comedies, ready almoft for Exhibition, without 
one Word in the Prompter relating .to either. 
Now, Sir, -it feems very odd to a good Number 
of your Well-withers, that a common News Pa- 
per fhould give the Town any Infight into what 
relates to Plays; and a Paper, the Heart of whofe 
Purpofe,-as the Author has declared, is the 
Stage, fhould be filent on that Head. It can 
hardly be fuppofed, a Perfon fo well verfed in 
Theatrick Matters, fhould want Opportunities of 
hearing Rehearfals of Plays before their Perfor-’ 
mance : and, of courfe, of having fuch a general 
Knowledge of the Drama and CharaGers, as 
would be fufficient for all the Lizhts, the Town 
have a Right to expect from the Prompter. 
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‘I sHALL ule no Apology for the Liberty I 
* have taken to prompt you in this open Manner, 
* nor for that dersher oze, Which I am going to 
‘ take, in executing, for this Time, that Part of 
* your Office I have been {peaking of. 
‘ I sHouLD have been better pleafed to have 
feen it executed by you, who, in different Papers, 
have fhewn,a very great Knowledge in this Par- 
ticular; but the lime is too fhort now, and one 
of the Plays will appear, as I find by the Biils, 
the Day your next Suen comes out. 


Aa nA An A A 


‘ THE Fable of the Connoiffeur, or, Every Max 
in his Folly, is moral and inftructive , the ja om 
in the Characters he has chofen, has open’d to 
his Genius a large Field, for Sentiment, Satire, 
and Humour; he has, with great Beauty and 
Judgment, contrafted fome of his Characters in 
fuch a Manner, that from their natural Oppofi- 
tion, without any thing of what is called Forced 
Wit, they play into each other, and thew their 
reciprocal Follies, each, at the fame time, un- 
con{cious of his own. This Humour of curing 
another of a Folly, at the fame time, that we 
don’t fee ourfelves as ftrongly MARKED, by our 
owm, has not of late been touched upon on the 
Stage, and is truly Cormick. 
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©'T ue Character of the Connoiffeur, in which 
‘ Mr. Griffix, if I am not miftaken, will appear 
‘ with great Advantage, is work’d up with a good 
© deal of Fire and Spirit. Nothing is fo deferved] 
* an Object of Ridicule, as an ignorant Pretents 
‘to a Tafte, without a Capacity to diftinguifh 
‘ what is really valuable, or not. *Tis a Character 
‘fo common in polite and hizh Life, that it is 
‘ amazing to me, our Poets have let flip, till now, 
* fo happy an Opportunity of exerting their Talent 
‘tor Ridicule. The monftrous Aftectation of 
* thinking 











it comes from far, is a Folly the more dangerous, 
as it is expenfive-—What Eftates have been bu- 
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© ANOTHER Folly, which our Author has 
chofe to expofe, is not indeed fo ridiculous in 
itfelf, but--of the right.Caft. for Comedy ;~ and 
throws a grave Walk thro’ the whole, which 
occafions a very agreeable Coztraff with the other 
© Part: It is dike one of thofe fhaded Alleys in a 
© Wood, thro’ which one- looks with a Pleafure, 
© heightned by the Difterence of the Profpect, at 
© the light, funny Fields around: The Folly [ 
© mean, is, that of a Man of Senfe, in Love with 
© a Woman, whofe Ufage of him convinces his 
© Underftanding, but not his Heart, that it ought 
© no longer to be at her Difpofal. Lord Conftant 
* is jute fach a kind of Man, whom an artful’Co- 
© quette, by fometimes ‘feeming to indulge his Paf- 
. fon for her, and. fometimes affecting an Indiffe- 
€ rence, that has more of Levity of ‘Temper, than 
© Diflike of him, might lead about in Triumph, 
‘ and govern at Will: The Humour of this Cha- 
€ racter lies in the Pathos of his Reflections on his 
© own Paffion, and will, or lam ftrangely miftaken, 
© be highly tafted by the Thinking and Fudicious 
‘Part of the Audience. 
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€*{ FORBEAR to touch upon the other parti- 
cular Characters, not to foreftall the Pleafure of 
© the Town. I fthall only obferve in general, that 


© the reflective, and the gay Auditor will findthem- . 


‘- felves delighted, and entertained, each in his own 
© Way. 


‘THe other Comedy is that of the Double 
© Deceit, or, A Cure for Fealoufy, acted, as we 
€ are informed by a publick News Paper, once 
© jaft Seafon, to ébviate an Objecttion of Plagiarifm, 
* its Author was apprehenfive might have’ been 
‘ brought againft ir, by the Author of The Man‘of 
< Fafte, it been totally delay’d to this. 


‘ I po not know, whether that Article was put 
‘in by the Author himfelf, bur I cannot help 
‘thinking ita very injudicious one; for if hemeans 
© to recommend it, as being like any Part of The 
© Man of Tafte, in hopes thereby of interefting the 
¢ Town in its Favour, he, in my Opinion, pays it 
© avery bad Compliment ; and excludes, 2b Ori- 
‘ gine, all good Judges from the Expectation of 
© Merit in it;’and it he does not think The Maz 
© of Tafte 2 good Comedy, he is {till more to 
© blame, to point out to the Town any Refemblance 
© with a bad one. 

' ©] sHALL not therefore confider it in its fup- 
© pofed Likeneis, which is fo very inconliderabie, 
© that when it was acted laft Year, and the Town 
“ prepared by the fame Account given, the only 
© Refemblance that 1 could find, was, that in each 
© Play, two Footmen. were difguifed like Gentlc- 
© men, but for very different Purpof:s. 


‘ THE Fable, if we examine it, according to 
© the ftrict Rules of Criticifm, is faulty, becaufe 
‘ pouBLE; but the Practice of the Stage Juitifies the 
* Author. 


‘A Poer, that chufes a double Fable, fhould 
© contrive fuch a general Connection, as may pre- 
¢ vent the two different Plots from appearing, du- 
¢ ring the Reprefentation, as Scenes im different 
¢ Comedies, as was too vilibly the Cafe of The 


Mien 


ried in Cabinets, little better than our Cownoi/fewr's ? 
i ; ¢ ,» i 
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‘ti kin g every Thing rave, and of Value, becaufe ‘ Man of Tafte. The fecond, or Under-Drama, 


¢ fhould never be brought in, but where there is 


© ®& nfuch Time required to be filled up, before 


¢ thie-firft Actiof- dan’ gd on, nor be difcontinued 
€but for the fame*Reafon. .'This, in which con. 
€ fifts the Art of the Poet, with fuch a general 
Connection hinted at above, artfully contrived, 
‘makes Plays, with a double Plot, very often fuc- 

eed better, than thofe that_have but one fimple, 
and ‘regularly’ juft Fable, tho’ they certainly are 
not {o Goop. 
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‘Taart Part ofthe Drama, that relates to the 
Double Deccit, is ative and intriguing; all the 
Characters, except‘that of the old Father, and 
the Widow, being general, ftrike lefs than Cha- 
racters built upon a Follies, Humours, or 
Paffions: But the Perfonages they affume to carry 
on their Intrigues, have given the Poet a large 
Scope for Satire, Humour, and Raillery. How 
well he has fucceeded, muft be left to the De- 
cifion of the Publick! I will only venture to 
fay, Mr. Hippefley has an Opportunity of giving 
full Play to that iniinitable Genius he has for hu- 
mourous Comedy, in the Part of Sir William 
Courtlove. 


‘THe fecond, or Under-Plot, viz. A. Cure 
* for Fealoufy, tho’ naturally grave and moral, has 
been fo contrived by the Author, as to be full 
of humourous Tacideats, and perplexing Difcove- 
ries; by which Art the Audience is kept from 
being grave, without lofing the moral Inftruction, 
intended to be convey’d to them; which may 
be fumm’d up in this fhort Apothegm, Never 
condemu upon Appearances. 
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* I Do not know how far you, or Poets them- 
felves, may <i or diflike this mew, ‘or "ra- 
ther revived, Method of preparing the Town for 
all new Plays; nor, (fhould the Thing itfelf be 
liked) how farthe Execution of it may be agreea- 
ble. All that I know is, that my private View 
is to raife the Merit of your Paper, and to do 
the Poets Service. If I fail in both, I fhall nor 
be the firft Example of a good Intention being 
mifconftrued. I am, in what, Light foever you 
may look upon me, ! 


Your Conftant Reader, 
And, (if you approve of me as [uch) 
UNDER-PROMPTER. 
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I aM very much obliged to this Gentleman for 
the frefh Game he has ftarted, and no lefs pleafed 
with his Manner of chafing it: I can’t conceive 
how he can have a Thought, that Poets can difap- 
prove fo candid a Critick. 


As to the Plays mentioned, I can only fay, that 
not having the Thought of this zew Walk, I have 
not feen the Rehearfal of the Connoiffeur, and have 
almoft forgot the ‘Doxble Deceit, which I did fee 
the Time it was acted laft Seafon._ I have les 
Reafon to be very forry for it, as this Gentleman 
has fo ingenioufly fupply’d my Place, on an Occa- 
me where the Promppers Silence would be {carce 
pardonabie. HP, 7 


ERRATA. 

In the laft Prompter, for Reverend Cavalier, 
read Reverend Caviller ; and in the laft Paragraph 
but two, inftead of, Now I have not {aid all, gc. 
read, Now, if I have not faid all, rc. 
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